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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

PRAIRIELANDS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
To be held 

9:00 AM, Monday, July 20, 2026 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all interested persons within the Prairielands Groundwater 
Conservation District, consisting of Ellis, Hill, Johnson, and Somervell counties: That the Board of 
Directors of the Prairielands Groundwater Conservation District (PGCD) will hold hearing(s) on 
applications for Exceptions to Minimum Spacing Requirements by the below listed parties on 
Monday, July 20, 2026, beginning at 9:00 AM at the District board room located at 208 Kimberly 
Drive, Cleburne, Texas 76031. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Applicant/Owner: Midway Water Utilities, Inc. (The Retreat Water Supply) 

 PO Box 140164, Austin, TX  78714-0164 
 

Type of Application: Exception to Well Spacing Requirements 

Location of well: 32.21531700, -97.52238800; LOT 11 BLK 34 THE RETREAT PHASE 3, 
  ACRES 0.5680; Johnson County 

Description of Request: Midway Water Utilities, Inc. (The Retreat Water Supply) is seeking an 
exception to the District’s Well Spacing requirements under District Rule 4.7 in order to operate an 
existing water well at a higher capacity to continue to provide potable water to residents of The Retreat 
Water community located in Johnson County at 7416 Muirfield Dr, Cleburne, TX 76033.  Applicant 
is requesting approval for OP-26-110 for authorization to amend an existing well registration (PGCD-
000838) to substantially alter and increase the maximum designed production capacity from 290 GPM 
to 308 GPM.  During maintenance and replacement of the well’s existing pump and 100 hp motor, a 
125 hp motor was installed. Applicant is requesting an exception from the well-spacing requirements 
to a nearby existing well PGCD-000837, also owned by Midway Water Utilities and serving The 
Retreat subdivision. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For hearings on applications for wells that seek an exception to the District’s minimum spacing 
requirements, any person interested in supporting or challenging the exception application may submit 
comments or other information in writing to the District prior to a board decision on the application 
or appear before the Board at the public hearing on the date specified in this notice.  Comments may 
be mailed to the District at 208 Kimberly Drive, Cleburne, Texas, 76031, or submitted by email to: 
kjones@prairielandsgcd.org.  
 
Any additional public information concerning this hearing will be posted on the District’s website 
“Meetings” page prior to or during the hearing at: https://www.prairielandsgcd.org/meetings/ 
 
 
 

mailto:kjones@prairielandsgcd.org
https://www.prairielandsgcd.org/meetings/
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Certification 
 

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that on or before July 10, 2026, at or before 9:00 AM, 
I posted and filed the above notice of meeting(s) and hearing(s) with the Texas Secretary of State, the 
Ellis, Hill, Johnson, and Somervell county clerk’s offices, and also posted a copy in the front window 
of the Prairielands GCD office in a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all 
times and that it will remain so posted continuously for at least 10 days preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with the Texas Government Code, Chapter 551. 

  
       

__________________________________________ 
Kathy Turner Jones, General Manager 
Prairielands Groundwater Conservation District 



  

Midway Water Utilities, Inc. (The Retreat Water Supply) 

 ATTN: Chuck Barry 
 PO Box 140164     Well ID: PGCD-000838 
 Austin, TX  78754 
 

WELL TO WELL SPACING EXCEPTION RECOMMENDATION 
 
Date of Hearing:  July 20, 2026    
 
Request:   Exception to Well Spacing Requirements 
 
Water Use:   Public Water Supply 
 
Location:   7416 Muirfield Dr, Cleburne  
Latitude/Longitude:  32.21531700, -97.52238800 
 
County:   Johnson 
 
Acreage:    2,604 ac   
 

WELL INFORMATION AS PROPOSED 
 
Well ID: PGCD-000838 Well Driller: J.L. Myers Company 
 
Diameter: 8 inches Capacity: 308 GPM 
 
Total Well Depth: 1,018 ft Minimum Spacing: Fail 
 (Hensell/Pearsall/Hosston)  
  

INFORMATION 
 
1. Midway Water Utilities, Inc. is seeking an exception to the District’s Well Spacing 

Requirements under District Rule 4.7 in order to operate an existing water well at a production 
rate greater than its currently registered capacity to provide potable water to the residents of 
The Retreat community located in Johnson County.  
 

2. The Retreat Water Supply, owned and operated by Midway Water Utilities, Inc., is an investor-
owned community water system that provides residential water service in Johnson County. 
Applicant holds a bounded Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) (#12087) as listed 
on the Public Utility Commission’s website.  Applicant is not buying water from other 
providers, and the primary source of water for the system is self-supplied groundwater.  
Applicant serves a population of 633 with 211 connections according to TCEQ’s last 
inspection. 
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3. The existing well was drilled in 2004 to a depth of 1,108 feet, withdraws water from the 
Hensell/Pearsall/Hosston formation. The well was originally equipped with a 100-horsepower 
pump and designed for a maximum production capacity of 290 GPM. 
 
In March 2026, maintenance was performed on the well during which the existing pump and 
motor were replaced with a 125-horsepower unit. As a result of the equipment replacement, 
the well's maximum designed production capacity increased from 290 GPM to 308 GPM. 
 

4. District Staff Technical Review: On May 5, 2026, District staff sent a potential notice of 
violation informing Applicant the well was performing at a higher capacity than what was 
approved in the well registration.  On June 1, 2026, submitted an Application for a proposed 
Operating Permit (OP-26-110) requesting to increase the well’s maximum designed production 
capacity from 290 GPM to 308 GPM.  
 
District staff completed a spacing analysis for the proposed increase in production capacity. 
The analysis determined that the well does not comply with the District's minimum spacing 
requirements to the nearest like well. The nearest like well is also owned and operated by 
Midway Water Utilities, Inc. and serves The Retreat community. The applicant was notified 
of this deficiency on June 2, 2026. 
 
The applicant subsequently submitted an application requesting an exception to the District's 
well spacing requirements pursuant to Rule 4.7. In its application, the applicant states that 
replacement of the pump and motor was necessary to maintain a reliable and continuous 
potable water supply for its customers. The applicant further acknowledges that concurrent 
operation of the two wells may result in hydraulic interference and accepts responsibility for 
managing the operation of both wells in a manner that minimizes potential impacts. 

 
5. Additional Analysis: To further evaluate the potential effects of the requested increase in 

production capacity, District staff performed predictive modeling using FWDSOLV software. 
The analysis evaluated the combined effects of both applicant-owned wells operating 
simultaneously, with the subject well producing at the requested maximum designed 
production capacity of 308 GPM. 
 
The subject well is screened within the Hensell, Pearsall, and Hosston formations. To remain 
as consistent as possible with the District's spacing methodology, staff evaluated all three 
aquifer formations in which the well is screened. The Hosston Formation was identified as the 
most constraining of the three and was therefore used for the analysis. 
 
Under these assumptions, the model predicts approximately 5 feet of combined drawdown at 
a distance of approximately 4,000 feet from the applicant's wells. The nearest existing well not 
owned by the applicant is located more than 5,000 feet from the applicant's wells. Based on 
the results of this analysis, staff concludes that the requested increase in maximum designed 
production capacity is expected to have minimal impact on existing neighboring wells. 
 

6. No written opposition was received regarding the exception to Well Spacing 
Requirements. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff's recommendation is based on the requested increase being associated with an existing 
public water supply well serving an established retail public utility and resulting from the 
replacement of pumping equipment necessary to maintain a reliable and continuous potable 
water supply, rather than the construction of a new well. In addition, the nearest well 
(PGCD-000837) that does not meet the District's spacing requirements is owned and 
operated by the applicant and serves the same public water system. 
 
Staff finds that the groundwater modeling demonstrates limited impacts to existing nearby 
wells. In addition, the nearest well affected by the spacing deficiency is owned and operated 
by the applicant, who acknowledges the potential for interference and accepts responsibility 
for managing the operation of its wells accordingly.  

Based on the technical review and staff recommendation, it would be the General Manager’s 
recommendation for the Board to authorize to approve the Applicant’s request for a spacing 
exception to the nearest like well (PGCD-000837) as it is presented. 
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June 8, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Karol Bowers 
Permitting & Compliance Specialist 
Prairielands Groundwater Conservation District 
208 Kimberly Dr, Cleburne, TX 76031 
 

Dear Mrs. Bowers, 

Subject: Request for an Exception to Well Spacing Requirements for [The Retreat Water Supply] 
[0838] Amended 

 

I am writing on behalf of Texas Water Utilities, L.P. (TWU) to formally request an exception to the 
Prairielands Groundwater Conservation District's (PGCD) well spacing requirements for well PGCD-
000838, located at 7416 Muirfield Drive, Cleburne, Texas 76003. 

Well PGCD-000838 recently underwent rehabilitation, including replacement of a 22-year-old 100 
HP well pump with a new well pump of similar design and capacity (100 HP). As part of the 
rehabilitation, a 125 HP motor was installed to improve cooling efficiency and extend equipment 
life. The motor size does not determine the pumping capacity of the well; rather, the well pump 
itself establishes the production capability. No modifications were made to intentionally increase 
the well's production capacity. 

Following rehabilitation, the well demonstrated increased output compared to its previous 
performance. This increase is attributable to the replacement of ageing equipment and improved 
operating conditions rather than a change in the well-pump design capacity. The replacement well 
pump is the closest available equivalent to the original equipment, which is no longer 
manufactured. 

In addition, the well had been offline for an extended period prior to rehabilitation. As a result, 
groundwater levels in the immediate area had recovered, reducing the pumping head against which 
the well was operating when returned to service. These favorable aquifer conditions contributed to 
the observed production rate. As the well returns to regular operation and pumping conditions 
stabilize, production is expected to reflect historical operating rates more closely. 

Although well PGCD-000838 does not meet the required spacing from well PGCD-000837 for the 
proposed production rate of 308 GPM, both wells are owned and operated by TWU as part of The 
Retreat Water Supply system. TWU acknowledges that operation of one well may, if operated 
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concurrently, interfere with the production of the 
other and accept responsibility for managing the 
wells accordingly. 

To ensure a continuous and reliable water 
service for our customers, we kindly ask for the 
district’s approval of this exception. All 
information required to support this exception 
request has either already been submitted or is attached to this letter for your review.  

Please let us know if any further documentation is needed, and we will be happy to provide it 
promptly. Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Deanna Donelson 
EHS Specialist 
Texas Water Utilities, L.P. 
PO Box 140164, Austin, TX 78754 
deanna.donelson@nexuswg.com 
(903) 316-4571 
 

Documentation: None 

CC: TeJay Wims, Michael Roch, Clayton Nicolardi, Eric Sabolsice, Chuck Barry 

mailto:deanna.donelson@nexuswg.com




208 Kimberly Drive | Cleburne, TX 76031 | Ph: 817-556-2299 | Fax: 817-556-2305 | www.prairielandsgcd.org

APPLICATION FOR AN OPERATING PERMIT

If an Operating Permit is required, both a well registration and a permit must be obtained prior to 
drilling.  Complete one well registration for each well.  

In accordance with District rules, an Operating Permit is required by the District for drilling, equipping, completing, 
substantially altering, or producing groundwater from any well that meets the criteria set out in District Rule 3.9 and 
that is not exempt from the requirement to obtain a permit under the District Rules.  An administrative fee must 
accompany this application; refer to https://www.prairielandsgcd.org/well-registration/district-fees/. 

Application Date: _______________________________________ 

What is the purpose of this permit application?  (Please select all that apply) 

(     ) Additional Production (     ) Drill a New Well  (     ) Substantially Alter an Existing 
Well

Have you submitted a Well Registration application(s) to the District? (     ) Yes (     ) No

If yes, provide Well ID number(s) assigned by the District: 
_____________________________________________ 

If no, please complete a Well Registration application and submit along with this Application for 
Operating Permit.

Total amount of water being requested (gallons/year) under this permit application:

___________________________ 

For non-Retail Public Utilities ONLY, what is the total contiguous acreage: ____________________ 

Part I. Permit Holder Information Type: (     ) Entity (     ) Individual 

Company Name (if entity): ______________________________________________________________ 

First Name: _____________________________ Last Name: ___________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
*Please include street number, street name, city, st and zip)

Email: ___________________________________ Phone: ________________ Fax: ________________ 

*If Registrant is other than the owner of the property where the proposed well is to be located, please attach
documentation to this form establishing the applicable authority to file the application for a permit and well
registration, to serve as the registrant in lieu of the property owner, and to construct and operate a well for the
proposed use.
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Part II. Permit Information 

Do you also have a Historic Use Permit issued by the District for the well(s) that is the subject of this 
application? 

(     ) Yes (     ) No, I do not have a Historic Use Permit 

If yes, please provide the Historic Use Permit Number: ________________ 

Indicate the amount of maximum historic use designated in your Historic Use Permit in (gallons/year): 

___________________________ 

For Retail Public Utilities ONLY - If you are a municipality, political subdivision or other retail public 
utility, please provide the information in Questions 1-4.  All other applicants skip to the next section of the 
application. 

1. The number of acres within the corporate boundaries of the political subdivision (ex: city limits):

_____________________________

2. The number of acres within the political subdivision or other retail public utility’s retail water
service area (Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN)):

_________________________________

3. Attach to this application a map of the corporate boundaries (ex: city limits) and/or a map of the
retail water CCN where the well(s) is located or proposed to be located.

4. Provide a description of each tract of land within the service area on which an exempt or non-
exempt well of the political subdivision or other retail public utility is located or proposed to be
located (attach additional pages if necessary)

Part III. Information Regarding Maximum Annual Authorized Production 

If the Board approves this application for Operating Permit, and there is no Historic Use Permit for the 
well, the maximum annual authorized production from the well or well system shall be limited by the Board 
to the lesser of: 

(1) The reasonable non-speculative amount of annual groundwater demand during the term of the
permit, for which the General Manager shall provide a recommendation to the Board based upon a
technical evaluation of the applicant’s water demand by the General Manager; or

(2) The applicable production allowable per contiguous controlled acre established by the Board under
Section 5 of the District Rules multiplied by the number of contiguous acres of the Operating Permit
applicant.

If a well authorized under an Operating Permit is also authorized under a Historic Use Permit, the maximum 
annual authorized production from the well under the Operating Permit shall be limited by the Board to the 
difference between: 

(1) The amount that would otherwise be authorized under paragraphs (1) or (2) above; and
(2) The amount of Maximum Historic Use authorized for the well under the Historic Use Permit.
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Part IV.  Certification

(     ) I have included with this application all necessary documents as required by the District, 
which are noted on the attached Operating Permit Application Checklist.

I hereby certify that the information provided herein and given herewith is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that all water produced from the well that is the 
subject of this permit will at all times be put to beneficial use.  I further certify that I will comply with 
the District’s Management Plan and Rules.

____________________________________________________ _______________________________ 
Signature       Title

____________________________________________________ _______________________________ 
Print Name       Date

DISTRICT TO COMPLETE THIS SECTION
Operating Permit No.: ____________________

Application/Fee Received Date:    Check #/TID #.: ________________________

Reviewed by: Admin Complete: _______________________

Board Meeting Date: _________________________ (      ) Approved (     ) Denied

General Manager: _______________________________________   Date: _____________________

Reason for denial: ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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