
Texas Rain Catcher Award Application 

For more details about the award, visit http://www.twdb.texas.gov/innovativewater/rainwater/raincatcher/award_details.asp. 
If you have questions or problems with this form, please email RainWater-Harvesting@twdb.texas.gov.

Contact Information
Please enter the information for the person TWDB staff should contact if there are questions or when making 
notifications.

Contact Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Phone Number: 

Email: 

Project Name: 

Project Location (city and county): 

Please choose submission category (note: judging panel reserves the right to change submission categories):

Project Information
Please respond to the questions below as clear and concise as possible.

1. How has the rainwater harvesting system helped conserve groundwater and/or surface water by
reducing your dependency on conventional water systems?

2. How has the rainwater harvesting system saved you money?

How has the rainwater harvesting system helped benefit the environment? (For example, reducing 
erosion or the threat of flooding.) 

Most use the majority of their 500-word limit to describe their system, which then takes away space for 
what we are more interested in and that is the originality, innovation, and/or uniqueness of their system. 
So, by giving them a separate space to describe their system, they can do both. I figure the 250-word 
limit should be enough to do this and we can put a space limitation that won’t allow them to go over. 
Please describe the specifics of your system using no more than 250 words. (Collection area size, 
storage capacity, etc.) 

Here is the rest of the 5 criteria that the applications are judged on. By asking the other stuff above, and 
still allowing them 500 words for this section, we should get a fairly good idea of the originality, 
innovation, and/or uniqueness. Like the 250-word limit above, we can put a space limitation that will not 
allow them to go over. 
Describe the originality, innovation, and/or uniqueness of your rainwater harvesting system using no 
more than 500 words. 

Agricultural

Commercial/Industrial

Educational/Governmental

Residential

http://www.twdb.texas.gov/innovativewater/rainwater/raincatcher/award_details.asp


4. Describe the specifications of your system (i.e. collection area size, storage capacity, etc.) in
no more than 250 words.

3. How has the rainwater harvesting system helped benefit the environment without adversely
impacting it? (For example, reducing erosion or the threat of flooding.)



5. Describe the originality, innovation, and/or uniqueness of your rainwater harvesting system
using no more than 500 words.

Please submit this application, along with digital photos (a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 10; 
minimum 300 dpi) to: RainWater-Harvesting@twdb.texas.gov.



Additional Page to Accompany Prairielands GCD 2022 Texas Rain Catcher Award 

Application 

 

How has the rainwater harvesting system saved you money? 

 

While the rainwater harvesting program at Prairielands GCD is focused more on education and 

demonstration, with the practical use of our on-site systems, one way the system has saved money 

was evident during the severe drought period in the end of 2021 and the beginning of 2022. While 

there was little to no precipitation, the District’s rainwater cistern on the front of the building was 

nearly full of the rainwater that had been collected within the previous six to eight months. This 

allowed the District not to have to rely on public water supply to irrigate landscaping as needed, 

and to have a full 2,300 gallons available in the cistern at the start of spring. The second cistern 

was installed in March 2022 and was immediately able to begin capturing the precious rainfall as 

it occurred. The drip irrigation approach allows for the most efficient application of the water, also 

saving us money by not having to use more water due to overspray or evaporation. By irrigating 

the landscaping at the office with high-quality rainwater in the most efficient way possible, the 

District has had little to no need to replace any of the initial landscaping that was installed in the 

summer of 2020, saving money on replacement plants and landscaping services. The system is still 

new, and long-term savings will be more substantial and quantifiable when more time has passed, 

and financial trends can be analyzed.  
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	Contact Name: Kathy Turner Jones
	Contact Mailing Address: 208 Kimberly Dr, Cleburne, TX 76031
	Contact Phone Number: 817-556-2299
	Contact Email: kjones@prairielandsgcd.org
	Project Name: Prairielands GCD Rainwater Harvesting Program
	Project Location: Cleburne, TX in Johnson County
	Submission Category: Commercial/Industrial
	Question 2: Please see response on additional page. 
	Question 3: The rainwater harvesting cisterns are installed in a way that minimizes their impact on the environment by only having a six-foot diameter pad for each cistern and being placed close to the buildings and downspouts. The installation of the rain garden demonstration area led to the removal of a large portion of  turfgrass that was replaced with native plant beds and the rain garden. The chance of erosion from several downspouts has been eliminated with the use of the cisterns and the rain garden design. The rain garden improves the infiltration rate of the water by 80%, therefore reducing flooding into the parking lot, standing water, and the likelihood of mosquito breeding. The landscape areas irrigated by the rainwater harvesting systems have provided food and habitat for a variety of bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds.  
	Question 4: The District utilizes rainwater harvesting at its office facilities using two metal cisterns. An 11-foot tall, six-foot diameter, 2,300-gallon cistern on the front side of the building captures approximately 18,700 gallons of rainwater each year based on an average annual rainfall amount of 38 inches. It collects rain off the metal shop building alongside the main office building. The catchment area that supplies this cistern is approximately 41 ft long by 20 ft wide. The District also has a 2,100-gallon metal cistern on the backside of the building that captures an additional 18,700 gallons per year from the same size catchment area of 41 ft by 20 ft. The rain garden captures approximately an average of 34,750 gallons of rainwater per year from the downspouts off the overhang above the breezeway between the main office building and the shop building. The downspouts supply rainfall from a catchment area of approximately 1,468 square feet. In addition, the rain garden itself is a “kidney bean” shape that measures 29 ft by 12 ft, which collects an additional approximate 7,900 gallons from direct rainfall annually. With the two cisterns and rain garden, the District’s facilities capture an average of 80,000 gallons of rainwater annually. 

	Question 5: The rainwater harvesting system at Prairielands GCD provides an innovative and unique approach to promoting conservation through the on-site utilization that double as educational tools. The two metal cisterns are prominently displayed at the facility and start discussions with many people who come to visit the office. The demonstration garden serves as a supplemental education piece for the public to see real life landscape examples which utilize native plants, a rain garden, and xeriscape beds. The demonstration gardens promote the additional use of water-conserving practices by using plants with low water requirements and utilizing rainwater as an irrigation source. All areas that are irrigated by harvested rainwater are designated by garden signs. 

The District promotes rainwater harvesting with a robust education program to correspond with the on-site utilization. The District’s Water Education Trailer (WET) includes a rainwater harvesting model with a rainfall simulator, water collection calculator, and diorama of a traditional residential rainwater harvesting system. Since 2015, approximately 8,000 people have participated in demonstrations of the rainwater model within the WET. In addition to the model in the WET,  the District built a standalone rainwater harvesting model in January 2020 which includes a metal roof catchment surface, a 55-gallon rain barrel, gutters, a downspout, and a working rainfall simulator to be used at educational workshops and events where the trailer isn’t suited to fit. These models provide excellent examples of the components of a rainwater harvesting system and how they work. 

Another aspect of the rainwater harvesting educational program is that although the District facilities are in Johnson County, the District’s boundaries also include Ellis, Hill, and Somervell counties. The educational programs, especially the rainwater harvesting education initiative, include outreach and participation within all four of those counties, as well as even some involvement from residents in other surrounding areas. The District hosts several rainwater harvesting workshops throughout the year, where local attendees participate in an in-depth presentation on rainwater harvesting systems, benefits, and uses, and then assemble their own rain barrel to take home. Workshop participants tour the demonstration gardens and observe the cisterns and system components. District staff have also provided presentations on rainwater harvesting to the Cleburne Lions Club, Johnson County Master Gardeners, Ovilla Garden Club,  Ellis County Master Gardeners Expo, Somervell County Master Gardeners, and more. While the system is in Cleburne, the goal of the rainwater harvesting education program is to provide an on-site, educational demonstration area and resources for residents within the District’s four counties to promote awareness and adoption of rainwater harvesting by citizens in this area.  

	Question 1: According to the U.S. Census Bureau,  Johnson County is the 26th fastest growing county of the 254 counties in Texas. As more residential and commercial growth occurs, the demand on water supplies increases. When Prairielands GCD developed plans for its new office facility in 2020, one of the primary goals was to offset the demand and impact that a new, large building and parking lot would have on the environment and on water resources by utilizing the rooftop footprint of the facility to capture rainwater. The rainwater harvesting systems at the Prairielands GCD office facilities are utilized to irrigate certain landscaped areas at the building via a drip irrigation system. Through on-site application, the District has reduced the demand on traditional water sources such as surface water and groundwater through the approximate 80,000 gallons of rainwater collected annually by the District’s on-site rainwater cisterns and rain garden. 


